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ARMS PROLIFERATION

In partnership with the UN Department
of Disarmament Affairs, International
Alert is engaged in follow-up to its 2005
report, Putting a Human Face to the
Problem of Small Arms Proliferation:
Gender Implications for the Effective
Implementation of the UN Programme of
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate
the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons in All its Aspects, available at
<www.international-alert.org/security/>.
The paper “gives a background to the
interrelationship between the PoA [2001
UN Programme of Action to Prevent,
Combat and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in
Small Arms and Light Weapons] and gen-
der as well as recommendations on how
arms controls can be better implemented
by taking into account the different roles
of men, women, girls and boys in soci-
ety. It also highlights the inconsistency
of UN small arms policy with existing
UN and international policies on gender,
peace and security, which endorse and
recommend the importance of integrating
gender-specific protection needs into all
policy and practice.” Its authors lament
that the PoA preamble, where the only
reference to gender is found, “makes the
common mistake of identifying women
only as victims, whereas in reality women
and girls play diverse and multiple roles
as combatants or combatant associates,
weapons carriers for traffickers, and in
a more positive sense as peacebuilders

A first in the history of UN peace-
keeping: Seema Dundia (right), Com-
mander of an all-female, 103-strong
Police Unit from India (with logistics
support from 22 men), arriving in
Monrovia on 30 January 2007 to help
strengthen the rule of law and maintain
peace as part of the United Nations
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).

UN Photo/Eric Kanalstein

and agents of change. ... Understanding
the gender dimensions of small arms pro-
liferation and misuse is essential to help
clarify the challenges and opportunities
for disarmament and address specific is-
sues such as supply and demand. At most
levels, security is regarded as an issue
that exclusively involves men and boys
— and so as a result, security policy and
practice debates rarely involve women in
any significant way, but disarmament pro-
grammes that benefit only certain sectors
of society will not be effective.”
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INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

On the first anniversary of the UN Decla-
ration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(13 September). Les Malezer of the Cul-
tural Survival board, former chair of the
Global Indigenous Peoples Caucus on the
Declaration, said in an anniversary state-
ment: “It is pleasing to report that during
the past year there has been rapid growth
in the awareness of the Declaration and
the expectation that change must occur.
Indigenous Peoples everywhere are citing
the Declaration as a standard to be met.
The rights contained in the Declaration
are being used by Indigenous Peoples as
benchmarks for outcomes. Many govern-
ments are also responding in a positive
way. In Latin America in particular we
can see governments are taking steps to
incorporate the standards into laws and
are distributing copies of the Declaration
to the Indigenous communities.”
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GLOBAL AFFAIRS

The Journal of Global Change and
Governance is an e-journal (available
at www.jgcg.org) “dedicated to advanc-
ing the academic discipline of global af-
fairs. It serves as a medium for scholars
and professionals to exchange views on
the relationships among globalization, the
post-cold war realignment of great-power
relations, traditional interstate politics,
and the growing prominence of interna-
tional institutions, transnational corpora-
tions, non-governmental organizations,
and social movements.” Its Summer 2008
special issue is on “Imagining the Un-
imaginable: Innovation and New Forms
of Counterterrorism”.
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UTOPIAN AFFAIRS

Editions Peter Lang (Bern, Switzerland),
presents the first two volumes in a new se-
ries, “Ralahine Utopian Studies”, from
an Irish research center purportedly de-
voted to showing that utopian theory need
not always be dismissed as either hope-
lessly vaporous or doomed to authoritari-
anism. The first volume, Uropia Method
Vision - The use value of social dreaming,
edited by Tom Moylan & Raffaella Bac-
colini, offers the results of a 12-scholar,
2-year research seminar, setting forth new
fields of study & application and material
for future debate. The second, Exploring
the Utopian Impulse - Essays on utopian
thought and practice, edited by Michael
J. Griffin & Tom Moylan, reflects on po-
litical, ideological and literary (including
science fictional and “post-punk’) views
of “the nature and expression of Utopia”.

~

EDGES & ASYMMETRIES

Two items of interest from the Editions
Presses Interuniversitaires Européennes /
Peter Lang (1 av. Maurice, B-1050 Brus-
sels; www.peterlang.com):

Deceiving (Dis)Appearances: Analyz-
ing Current Developments in European
and North American Border Regions
(“Regionalism & Federalism” series, No.
12. 2007), edited by Harlan Koff, traces
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aspects of the history of border regions
as “the places where politics is done” —
differentiating self-defined peoples from
“barbarians” (or “illegal” migrants to-
day), drawing and re-drawing boundaries
of national sovereignty, sometimes exper-
imenting with cross-border cooperation
outside national policies or developing
autonomous region-like characteristics,
succeeding or failing at shared resource
management in suggestive ways, and
serving as loci of (alleged) security.

Political Asymmetries in the Era of Glo-
balization results from the Institut pour
les Sciences Humaines et Sociales look-
ing at the title issue from “social, human-
ist, and political-military viewpoints”. Its
editor, Colonel Josef Schrold, organized
a symposium on “asymmetrical threats in
the age of globalization” in 2005 where
discussions of “uneven relations” mostly
centered on various wars, crimes, and fi-
nancial crises & other economic shocks.
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DEVELOPMENT

The Washington Post reports (30 Septem-
ber 2008) that the Japan International Co-
operation Agency, headed by former UN
High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako
Ogata, 81, has become the word’s largest
bilateral development agency.
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SECURITY SOLUTIONS FUNDS

The Women’s Funding Network, with
$450 million in working assets, encom-
passes 132 organizations that fund “wom-
en’s solutions” across the globe, “at the
forefront of investing in solutions for
some of the world’s most pressing social
justice issues”. It seeks to build security
from individual women, to families, to
communities, to countries, to the world.
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PUBLIC POLICY INVESTMENTS

Promoting his new book, Common Wealth
(March 2008), Jeffrey Sachs offers many
suggestions for making public policy in-
vestments that pursue a “new economic
paradigm” that is global, inclusive, coop-
erative, environmentally aware, science-
based, and makes the world safe for diver-
sity. His lengthy list of recommendations
to the next US administration includes,
aside from matters of taxation, technolo-
gy, trade and war: commit to international
treaties, such as the Convention of Bio-
logical Diversity and the UN Convention
on Law of the Sea, and comply with the
Geneva Convention; contribute to the re-
financing of the UN Population Fund; and
make the MDGs an important US global
policy objective.

~/

UN REFORM

ReformtheUN.org,a project of WFM-IGP,
offers a free e-mail service, “Latest De-
velopments” at <http://reformtheun.org/
mailman/listinfo/latestdevelopments>.

~/

LEAGUE OF DEMOCRACIES

During her visit to the European Parlia-
ment on 10 June 2008, former UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Mary
Robinson, promoting her Ethical Glo-
balization Initiative, said she is not in
favor of giving the proposed “league of
democracies” an institutional context as
“there are a lot of double standards and
ambiguity about what constitutes strong
democracy”. Noting that “every country
has human rights problems”, she said “the
strength of the UN is that it includes all
countries and that UN membership can be
a learning experience” (EP website).
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RULE OF LAW

Jane Perlez reported for the New York
Times (28 March 2008) that,during Deputy
Secretary of State John D. Negroponte’s
visit to Pakistan after the disputed firing of
the Chief Justice by then-President Mush-
arraf, miffed lawyers gathered around him
on the lawn of a diplomatic residence in
the spring evening, and the chairman of
the Supreme Court Bar Association, Ait-
zaz Ahsan, “gave Mr Negroponte a 10-
to 15-minute discourse on why an inde-
pendent judiciary was important to fight
terrorism, arguing that “an independent
judiciary was ‘a middle ground’ between
the military and religious fanatics. ... ‘I
told him that the most effective weapon
on the war against terror is a people who
have enforceable rights — then they have
a stake in the system,” Mr Ahsan said of
his conversation with Mr Negroponte.”
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Letter to the editor:

It seems to me that the Responsibility

to Protect (R2P) principle is even more
central to the concerns of Citizens for
Global Solutions (CGS) and the World
Federalist Institute (WFI) than the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) because
of the fact that the jurisdiction of the ICC
is limited to three kinds of crimes (geno-
cide, war crimes, and crimes against
humanity with the crime of aggression
to be included once a good definition

is worked out) while R2P marks a very
general and universal restriction on
national sovereignty. It is not limited to
a few kinds of crimes and the protection
of a limited range of human rights but
requires national governments to protect
all human rights of all their citizens.
It includes all countries, not only those
who have ratified a particular treaty, the
Rome Statute. The validity of the R2P
principle has been acknowledged by both
the General Assembly and the Security
Council.

Furthermore, the big problem of imple-
menting R2P impartially requires some
of the other important changes advo-
cated by CGS and WFI such as a more
democratic global system. If R2P were
implemented fairly, we would have gone
a long way toward a democratic world
federation where the sovereignty of na-
tional governments is limited by global
values, by “humanitarian” concerns as
some of the enemies of R2P are describ-
ing it. A major cause of wars within
countries and wars between countries
would be eliminated. Providing for the
impartial and effective implementation
of R2P will not be easy, but some people
may be more energized by viewing the
goal that way than by envisioning a
democratic world federation.

Ronald J. Glossop
St. Louis, Missouri, September 2008

Ronald Glossop, Professor Emeritus at
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville
and author of World Federation? (1994)
and Confronting War (4th ed., 2001), is
Chair of the Steering Committee of the
World Federalist Institute of Citizens for
Global Solutions.

Roger Cohen in his 2008
New York Times column,
“A Change to Believe In”, wrote:

I believe the tide will eventually
turn. R2P will be a reference. It is part
of what Lawrence Weschler has called
“the decades-long, at times maddeningly
halting, vexed, and compromised effort
to expand the territory of law itself”.

The “territory of law” is now
also the universal territory on which
human life is protected. Westphalian
principles meet R2P. An R2P generation
is coming.

2nd CALL FOR R2P ESSAYS

If you are part of an “R2P Generation”,
how does that principle characterize
your views, intentions, and expecta-
tions? What might a world governed
by such a generation look like? How
should the Responsibility to Protect be
expressed in global citizenship?

Send your thoughts on these and any re-
lated questions to the address on page
3 by 1 April 2009. Essays may be se-
lected for publication in future editions.

This page: Illustration of Napoleon’s
Theorem - Start with any (acute) triangle
ABC, construct equilateral triangles on
each side, then connect the center of these
three equilateral triangles to form a new
triangle abc. Surprisingly, this new tri-
angle is equilateral! One can use this to
construct a “wonderful tessellation” of
the plane (hint: repeat the original triangle
twice, but rotated by 120 degrees): back
cover.
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