














UN Deputy Secretary-General Asha-
Rose Migiro meets with Susan Rice (left),
new Permanent Representative of the
United States of America to the United
Nations, New York City, 8 January 2009

(UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe)

Susan Rice, US Ambassador to the UN,
from her Rwandan Genocide Remem-
brance Day remarks, 7 April 2009:

... Rwanda did not suffer from “ancient
hatreds” ... It suffered from modern dem-
agogues. ... It suffered from those who
were willing to kill in the warped name of
ethnic difference, from those who saw di-
vision and death as a path to power. And
it suffered from an international commu-
nity, international institutions, and indi-
vidual governments — including my own
— that failed to act in the face of a vast,
unfolding evil. ... Nothing anyone can
ever say will ever make it right.

Today, what we can do — both
for the victims and for those whose daily
lives are still marred by the after-effects
of the genocide — is to rededicate our-
selves to our shared commitment to hu-
man rights and human dignity.

We believe that even in war,
there are rules. We believe that even in
the pursuit of power, there are limits. We
believe that even in a violent world, there
are rights. We must be voices for action,
even if we are sometimes lonely ones. ...

In the early days of this new cen-
tury, we must work together to apply the
lessons of the last century’s bitter succes-
sion of genocides. We must work together
to mete out justice to the perpetrators.

We must work together to build
up the capacity of every nation and of
the world to respond surely and swiftly
to mass slaughter. We must develop a col-
lective will to respond when tragedies
occur. And we must work together to pre-
vent conflict before an ember becomes a
blaze.

Despite all the blood that has
been shed — or perhaps because of it —
we still believe that “hatreds shall some-
day pass”, as my president, President
Obama, has put it. We still believe in the
promise that, in his words, “as the world
grows smaller, our common humanity
shall reveal itself”.

Until that day comes, we bow
our heads to mark the memory of those
who were slain. And we bow our heads to
mark the sorrow of all who stood by.
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Letters to the editor:

The letter from Ron Glossop in your
October 2008 issue caught my interest.
Ron said the R2P principle was “more
central” to the concerns of Citizens

for Global Solutions (CGS) and the
World Federalist Institute (WFI) than
the International Criminal Court (ICC).
He further asserted that R2P “makes a
very general and universal restriction on
national sovereignty*.

Someday the judges on the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) may recognize the
R2P principle as part of international law
but it will not be a restriction on national
sovereignty unless or until the majority
of nations accept the compulsory juris-
diction of the ICJ. Regardless of whether
R2P is eventually considered to apply

to “all human rights” and eventually to
“humanitarian rights”, the undersigned,
for one, would hope that CGS and WFI
would first complete the unfinished task
of persuading the US Government to join
the 108 other nations that have already
ratified the ICC.

Before embarking on a campaign to
achieve universal acceptance of the
compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ, the
undersigned hopes that CGS and WFI
will first call upon President Obama to
revoke the Bush Administration’s at-
tempt to “unsign” President Bill Clin-
ton’s signature to the Rome Statute, to
appoint a War Crimes Ambassador to
attend meetings of the ICC 10th anniver-
sary review conference, and to announce
that he will be submitting the ICC treaty
to the US Senate for ratification before
the end of his first term

The ICC has moved from existing only
on paper to becoming a functioning
judicial institution tackling some of

the most grievous violations of human
rights. Its prosecutor is already investi-
gating situations in Darfur (by referral
of the Security Council), and in Uganda,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and the Central African Republic (by
referral of member states). The change
in the US position on the ICC will, in the
opinion of the undersigned, do more to

signal a change in US foreign policy than
merely an endorsement at this point in
time of the concept of the Responsibility
to Protect.

Walter Hoffmann
Wayne, New Jersey, 5 December 2008

Walter Hoffmann, a former Adjunct Pro-
fessor at Ramapo State College of New
Jersey, was Executive Director of the
World Federalist Association from 1985
to 1992, was a member of the US Com-
mission on Improving the Effectiveness
of the UN in 1993, and “is sometimes re-
ferred to as the Founder of the Campaign
for UN Reform”.

I’'m sitting in my office at Citizens for
Global Solutions (CGS) with the latest
two issues (32 and 33) of Minerva on my
lap and some sense in my head of what
Minerva 34 will contain. I like that Min-
erva is devoting so much space to core
concerns of the World Federalist Institute
(WFI), CGS’s think tank, like Responsi-
bility to Protect and a UN Parliamentary
Assembly. I’m also more impressed than
ever with the quantity, diversity and
authoritativeness of the writers.

I will soon be leaving paid employment
at CGS after twenty-four years as a
staffer for WFI, the World Federalist As-
sociation, and the World Federalist As-
sociation of New England. Don Kraus,
CGS’s director, said at the most recent
WFI telephone conference that these
were politically the best times in our his-
tory, at least for the last few decades, but
financially the worst times.

WFI won’t have a director immediately
after me, though a fundraising commit-
tee led by WFI Fellow Larry David has
been trying to raise enough money to
pay for one. I believe that WFI needs

a director, and a full-time one, which I
have not been, to take advantage of the
great opportunities we are now being of-
fered: potentially the best President since
Roosevelt, the most progressive era since
the 60s, and, in CGS, the most energetic,
politically credible and passionately
globalist executive director since Walter
Hoffmann (who retired in 1991).

WFT has just issued its first major
proposal, advocating that CGS produce
a Responsibility Index for National
Governments, which will measure and
rate most nations’ performance both

as signers of international treaties and
as enactors of policies reflecting the
values expressed in those treaties. Two
WFI Fellows, Didier Jacobs and Joseph
Schwartzberg, were instrumental over
three years in pulling together this pro-
posed program.

I believe that supplying exciting and
credible programs like this one for CGS,
as well as conducting research on long-
term possibilities for global governance
and other foreign policy questions, will
be more possible under CGS’s new
leadership, providing CGS can find the
resources and the workers to make them
happen. In the meantime, WFI’s Steer-
ing Committee, chaired by Ron Glossop,
will continue to meet, and WFI will be as
productive as possible while waiting for
new staff and money to pay for it.

Which takes me back to Minerva. Al-
though Minerva has been published over
the last five years under WFI’s sponsor-
ship, it has been an editorially indepen-
dent project of one remarkable woman.
Operating funds and publicity to attract
new readers have both been less than
ideal. It seems to me that Minerva and
WFI need each other more than ever

— WFI to have an official organ for its
Fellows and other globalist scholars to
coalesce around, Minerva to be not just a
product of WFI but its flagship. Accord-
ingly, I will recommend to CGS before

I leave that it consider setting up an
editorial board of WFI Fellows and other
long-range scholars under Thesil Mor-
lan’s leadership to carry out production
of Minerva as WFI’s official publication.

However this turns out, Thesil will
remain near the top of my list of keepers
of the faith in a safe and sane governed
planet whose decades of volunteer work
have helped keep our movement flour-
ishing.

Scott Hoffman
Washington, DC, 21 April 2009
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As every season seems best to us in its turn,
so the coming of spring is like the creation
of the Cosmos out of Chaos

and the realization of the Golden Age.

Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854)



